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South Carolina’s war on science

ucked away in the

I budget passed last
month by the 5.C.
House was the following,
rather peculiar amend-
ment: "No funds shall be
expended in the
current fiscal year

by the Department [ o

of Education, the [
Over- |

Education to partic-
ipate in, implement,
adopt or promote
the Mext Genera-
tion Science Stan-
dards initiative."
That amendment,

Rob D

Giest
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| proposed by Green-

ville GOP Rep. Eric Be-
dingfield, passed by a vote
of G8-33.

What are the “Next
Generation Science Stan-
dards"? And why might
the state of Sputh Carolina

| wish to shield the tender

young minds in her class-
rooms from their taint?
Perhaps a bit of historical
background is in order.
The National Academy
of Sciences is a private,
nonprofit  organization

| founded in 1863 to “inves-

tigate, examine, experi-
ment and report Upon any
subject of science." It op-
erates independently of
governmental control,

electing its members inter-
nally and setting its own
agenda. And since 1996,
the MNational Research
Council (the advising bo-
dy of the academy) has
spearheaded an on-
going process to ad-
vance a Tigorous,
maodern and coher-
ent science curricu-
lum across the na-
tion's K-12
classrooms.

The 5.C. Depart-
ment of Education
began developing
statewide curricu-
lum standards as a
result of our state's
19498 Education Ac-
countability Act, That law
specified that every aca-
demic subject would be re-
viewed every five years,
‘and outlined a rather de-
tailed process by which
this should be accom-
plished. Both the 2000 sci-
ence standards and the
2005 standards  (upon
which our curriculum is
currently based) were in-
fluenced strongly by the
National Academy  stan-
dards current af the time.
As a consequence, both
sets of standards were
awarded grades of A from
the Fordham Foundation,
The state’s 2005 science
standards recently were
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judged among the top six
in the nation, & point of
which we can be proud.
As their name implies,
the “Next Generation Sci-
ence Standards” are the
most recent - iteration of
the process initiated by the
National Academy of Sci-
ences 15 years ago. In ad-
dition to the academy; im-
portant contributions are
being made by the Amer-
ican Association for the
Advancement of Science
and the Mational Associa-
tion of Science Teachers,
as well as Achieve, a non-
profit founded by the na-
tion's governors and busi-
ness leaders. Although the
MNext Generation Stan-
dards themselves are still
under development, their
400-page framework was
published last month,
They promise fo make a
marvelous contribution.
Meanwhile, South Car-
olina’s 2005 science stan-
dards are overdue for re-
view, Both the state De-
partment of Education
and the Education Over-
sight Cornmittee have im-
paneled multiple commit-
tees of scientists, educa-
tors, parents and business
and community leaders to
attend this important duty,
I was privileged to be
called by the EOC to serve

on a review panel of na-
tionally recognized scien-
tists. The process should
yield a new set of stan-
dards late next year, for
implementation in
2014-15.

But during a conference
call on March 14, the panel
of scientists upon which I
serve was informed that
any discussion of the Next
Generation Science Stan-
dards by our committee in
the current fiscal year al-
ready had been blocked by
a budget proviso. Almost
simultaneously, newspa-
pers reported the Beding-
field amendment to next
year's state budget,

Going far beyond a sim-
ple academic exercise, the
clean, modern, rigorous
Mext Generation Science
Standards will feature
stronger emphasis on en-
gineering, application and
technology. In their rush
to score political points for
today, our elected repre-
sentatives seem willing to
jeopardize an entire state
ECONOMmY tomaornow,
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