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ADVERTISEMENT

Invasive snails deadly to humans are
invading the US: North Carolina
sounds alarm on golf ball-sized
species that carries rat lungworm

The Apple Snail's pink masses of eggs can cause skin and eye rashes if touched
Wildlife authorities are asking the public to help track and eradicate the snail
READ MORE: Toxic, 15-inch Hammerhead worms have invaded Washington DC

By MATTHEW PHELAN FOR DAILYMAIL.COM
PUBLISHED: 12:27 EDT, 4 October 2023 | UPDATED: 17:35 EDT, 4 October 2023

An invasive snail is invading the US — and wildlife officials warn it carries a parasite
that can infect the brain, causing meningitis which can lead to death.

North Carolina warned residents Monday that the invasive snail species — which can
be fatal to humans and devastating to river life — has been positively identified along

the state's Lumber River.

The Apple Snail, native to South America, has been spotted along the Lumber River

in the state's south-central region.
11k 33

shares View comments

5-Day Forecast


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/latest/index.html#sciencetech
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/nasa/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/apple/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/twitter/index.html
https://games.dailymail.co.uk/?arkpromo=US_topnav
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/registration/login.html?reg_source=navigation&targetUrl=
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/ushome/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/usshowbiz/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/us/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/royals/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/us/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/us/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/us-politics/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/yourmoney/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/video/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/index.html
https://shop.dailymail.co.uk/
mailto:?subject=Read%20this%3A%20Invasive%20snails%20deadly%20to%20humans%20are%20invading%20the%20US%3A%20North%20Carolina%20sounds%20alarm%20on%20golf%20ball-sized%20species%20that%20carries%20rat%20lungworm&body=Invasive%20snails%20deadly%20to%20humans%20are%20invading%20the%20US%3A%20North%20Carolina%20sounds%20alarm%20on%20golf%20ball-sized%20species%20that%20carries%20rat%20lungworm%0A%0AThe%20Apple%20Snail%27s%20pink%20mass%20of%20eggs%20can%20also%20cause%20skin%20and%20eye%20rashes%20if%20touched%2C%20experts%20said.%20Wildlife%20authorities%20want%20the%20public%27s%20help%20tracking%20and%20eradicating%20the%20snail%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fsciencetech%2Farticle-12593631%2Fapple-snails-north-carolina-rat-lungworm.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top%0A%0A%0AMost%20Read%20Articles%3A%0A%0AScientists%20find%20at%20least%20SIX%20toxins%20like%20arsenic%20and%20uranium%20in%20systems%20used%20by%2095%25%20of%20the%20US%20population%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fsciencetech%2Farticle-12595087%2Ftoxins-like-arsenic-uranium-drinking-water-americans.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top_most-read-articles%0A%0ASpiders%20are%20%27falling%27%20from%20the%20SKY%20in%20California%3A%20Locals%20report%20seeing%20webs%20with%20spiderlings%20floating%20in%20the%20air%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fsciencetech%2Farticle-12599413%2Fspiders-falling-sky-california.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top_most-read-articles%0A%0AEarth%20is%20hit%20by%20blast%20of%20energy%20from%20a%20dead%20star%20so%20powerful%20that%20scientists%20can%27t%20explain%20it%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fsciencetech%2Farticle-12601153%2FEarth-hit-blast-energy-dead-star-powerful-scientists-explain-it.html%3Fito%3Demail_share_article-top_most-read-articles%0A%0A
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12382033/Hammerhead-worms-invaded-Washington-DC-yards-toxic-mucus-coated-creatures-slithered-30-states.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Matthew+Phelan+For+Dailymail.Com
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/north-carolina/index.html
https://itunes.apple.com/app/mailonline/id384101264
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.dailymail.online
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-12596861/Ozone-Hole-one-BIGGEST-record-Gap-Antarctica-three-times-size-Brazil-larger.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-12597957/This-90s-AI-Yearbook-trend-taking-TikTok-heres-photos-retro-treatment.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-12601317/The-alien-species-likely-wreak-havoc-Scotland-decade.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-12601779/Move-umami-Scientists-discovered-SIXTH-basic-taste-detected-tongue.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-12601153/Earth-hit-blast-energy-dead-star-powerful-scientists-explain-it.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-12599413/spiders-falling-sky-california.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-12589311/Oldest-mummy-finally-proper-burial-Stoneman-Willie-display-funeral-home-128-years.html?ito=rss-connatix&traffic_source=Connatix
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic?tn=41b6e88a2b85b0e731ef8e73e5558712&trackingid=9b43861b8f7013b83fafe013aa002a4c&acid=23531&data=LXCLjHIMf2QAyf7tlSbDYbA__AcQ2oR-D6dCU4UD1SDaYtQgRaRj8NygoVmvaUq6UrUNx8-u_dVSaa5Vl-QzAeXzupI7CjC40luLYwgHV1KN-6YXOujiZZMKUlSqn9VTFTCb9B7012JMCU6R1tYCHpuhyd_rBW-daIFvsgrd5J7IcefcRabwPsXxhzuSxXrShmFbY1PhITSE-XipUs1BRy81YGlQUVKWhFCmfwzaKqT-WPfY1qOC05CQ9rC8HZnasOihkfszs63KvgOQeuHc1iWEqGlsi6t2m4P6DL367vxfkM9k8lJ7wb_JYE_Afq9rDI3v6EH2zd2dzS4kUp7QyKXPcSI94XpS5o6HVAkpfG2Z0b23zy4eXi6KHRZ0bwgyLQ4ImXy9sWfJkUlBOzAqzewdRBQ5ZBVenzQzyxR9CFWZgndOJNOaqZs65_EsH5TNJWD17cRGShJwoLOb3mT38IF9hOaLtggLt98qflwt1pg9lQpB7PeN5-x5miRB9Z4KrFyWCxLRpCw5kcWkS69uUIU4qL2_8zVkpOcLJctVOB53gDlWp8ARxL34v3DcIqU0E2Xs3UxP5MB9OSdA-uYs-rLL8mFN4skkNaH3WGEi2K22F677GuJBYMnQGrh9k_hZxDmQEyqeJrWHEg1PCDM0s3XawC5SX-W8cc0zZPSxMx0ems7h0epw4Wq0HrqKguLX13BuhZSwiWkcCx66qsPAc2aXAJ7BZ-BQ1a7YVPvJTi2cT2S7dJHfnRuJq80cr-LaRwy7YLJoPfU0_FVopbaipjldu4iqkKQ4nuymDT-Hh7K-qGHis8aC5_UnvmW6mHE5ZWBIx9FxtahVxg4ydzs-MZTEGrxRM-FRW18PTGfbH1yrA_aZrswv7tWGt8258bHS4JkTEK-41C4kV07MvTYgGDNIy_xZiBEQZFvkKzYn4-mugcdTje3ldbCeKZWAnve8zu-tKWVV1oa3IABxXBh1YUzChK_zoCGfwmtY_gSOxA7I0ntbwpnchrSZbGM7gXKLUTz0P_fr3fNHkk_dpMCMtSIwLRi-ndEk6cIRnWVJvaaPkgdZAnwqt6ZM5yvmvelg2y9-ZFkmSerLanYQAA36vg4olir9wbK92BL9tO9vOeghSGEUBmdGbQXtlrNJaq39mn2MKZrS3HVFeGfIBNuLccHLc4oSgfM8pi91U6oAGilj7GrNlFDyjPhrYumhx4laxHDjKeGopcGCJHfgiBqDzzWNmDyQrCVZPQQxBZfQsPrFr19-JbYYVwtjK5pdwQdBm198DaNRUQ4hDI9OQ-6onLlkByiT-cHQ0yPBlXPuIBcDdfKIKtrv8bwLAXaNxPZBraXUVkWx6KLg4Dzc7elFZONmlZLlM3hb6978t8ojYpRsev0_ZN5g5t1b0VIwhPSpXHi-CN9-q-VHIkmRcmUTpNhBwCoYSiF7o0BE7Mt9MF8rbSIYS_VPOb3mbmS5eeE_TvOJkKlUAZFW0V3V1yVdQyE6Eyzz5iRXM9vFkHoTJU1NdtCvKaVzzp6beXZdUDkaqc38YvZq-6CHACWAkdVBijjEmzjQeEWviU0HuCgmtah0R250qbygjRp4MASYo0wAruak6KrL-O9zrdxvkuftzANoO6Cd7XvdWkopT_JSopYOpuolk0_jDlFNAQ_xh35NsOTtYRaTuPs4dOtA7Cuto3IhHSD_lfzYKNbXxIjUFiwm8evxKiqg1zpVZLCN7uWPh6XovFxKatKtllJJOCaieou9TcI8-MeEzr6feLLs69hG_VwN4hYt7BZB4kiX7-GujSBL9mHNzcjSKgwWgggXvXfKrxhWIi6B_yvz77AA2PGWtXMseyDDmx30x1qJIJl2kYIH7IS5JTcha2y0joWAvoxCEuRcf-oU8fYgfIn87MKsyFafyizAm8oU8E1PxD2mQNP638pFf-AJYZW8qkycwtIPV_QN7DKuTVmn3HX0Re7EESkdkNzXrVHodBz_0OViRwskHrdguX4PYRnX6W8A0dam-nO9sdZpxB5coNuLi0Soj0KDqCO81wUBbuz10pUs1eP1wc5mQBNhASgSHgoUAoaq0HVWllJ2SPqg9XcW4Q1iWUXzzucVqdbJlHGQeScyemF5cYZr_5njc_PEWTlDlNj_-opawy2beS7wKjeR-ZnZ0iaGRzSmy2qkc4YGCZqxcyPIurY3dKs9pnxONjTXYx1tez_8feId1dbWODKVNwcnlQ3DcBq002D-v70MudFpDkHEpGbR2A7slnhVfSc6ML9W9962zjSHyntL6iofo2Ng2KlkMStDeXfNmJnNHkR1J6G4MP3oNYmE7vaPgA2R0rHUiDwngP1vxfe-gSeEJDnkd7TZB2IbW4id2AzYcxPZlQELXN2QFtfIcEf5Fkf-iQ&uid=mid_4b88c6e923518e2ae384a5da6fbb04d6&mguid=&ap={AUCTION_PRICE}&tid=72&gprice=h4bWNJx4O5srRMy795W1h975wPKrii_Oq84BIPt93II&campaignid=1682220&google_click_url=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC6VILfC8gZau4IYz7o9kP_76kuA2jprHLbIXIn6mtEMCNtwEQASAAYMmWu4zYpKAQggEXY2EtcHViLTYzODQzODU3MzEwNTU2MDXIAQngAgCoAwHIAwKqBJQDT9AXGD8Ut2Hy9PZrcoWqCnAWaSzfW45HgAS-QECySR_ezOupGKfLi7uMtm8LIrvuxMcerdFh1FVuQRd34T2q1ruvrITf3DUMPvCxVHmLJHDTKGaBUsVWRPcH2ZBggPhJDgZi7Z5JBs8xFvVofPigyZ3x7RanXxONveCn7kEj_ksEZEbwWuRkR32rp5MTed8Z1rPBMWCifs7kfO29dQu8XQMXmwHOeN2ddYagZnRhpGcAjiR_PqvB_q1IGvoU3AIQ1o2a0XMpef0y4O8M6ktAW9okfRCDTzGVixjQN8261Gctu93YwXc7qAhcSaZ2DpfiakFrTiTGizWDgKQzRKyL1cpFJcsVhBD6_9WBB2jUkOOctGH3PMTKdkxM2F7umsggOWkYlz_vgXl8ZWnRQ8wHreEKlPi4Pxb7kkH4DriIeqmVHz1HMNJdobZVm-TorvDU1MwYvX6_eCrfpA0hGHYyJQGpepeAOFF7XubcitaBpmPeWhxC1pouvqxmuNmq85kVakR46_2q35oNGlLYUkFlbfv3nXjgBAGABtHl1KrjgfKrWaAGIagHpr4bqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCBsIgOGAQBABMgSLgoAOOgeA0ICAgIAESL39wTr6CwIIAYAMAdAVAYAXAQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_3qlqEy2MAupuw0aP9MeQ9bNbwR5Q%26client%3Dca-pub-6384385731055605%26adurl%3D
https://trace.mediago.io/ju/ic?tn=41b6e88a2b85b0e731ef8e73e5558712&trackingid=9b43861b8f7013b83fafe013aa002a4c&acid=23531&data=LXCLjHIMf2QAyf7tlSbDYbA__AcQ2oR-D6dCU4UD1SDaYtQgRaRj8NygoVmvaUq6UrUNx8-u_dVSaa5Vl-QzAeXzupI7CjC40luLYwgHV1KN-6YXOujiZZMKUlSqn9VTFTCb9B7012JMCU6R1tYCHpuhyd_rBW-daIFvsgrd5J7IcefcRabwPsXxhzuSxXrShmFbY1PhITSE-XipUs1BRy81YGlQUVKWhFCmfwzaKqT-WPfY1qOC05CQ9rC8HZnasOihkfszs63KvgOQeuHc1iWEqGlsi6t2m4P6DL367vxfkM9k8lJ7wb_JYE_Afq9rDI3v6EH2zd2dzS4kUp7QyKXPcSI94XpS5o6HVAkpfG2Z0b23zy4eXi6KHRZ0bwgyLQ4ImXy9sWfJkUlBOzAqzewdRBQ5ZBVenzQzyxR9CFWZgndOJNOaqZs65_EsH5TNJWD17cRGShJwoLOb3mT38IF9hOaLtggLt98qflwt1pg9lQpB7PeN5-x5miRB9Z4KrFyWCxLRpCw5kcWkS69uUIU4qL2_8zVkpOcLJctVOB53gDlWp8ARxL34v3DcIqU0E2Xs3UxP5MB9OSdA-uYs-rLL8mFN4skkNaH3WGEi2K22F677GuJBYMnQGrh9k_hZxDmQEyqeJrWHEg1PCDM0s3XawC5SX-W8cc0zZPSxMx0ems7h0epw4Wq0HrqKguLX13BuhZSwiWkcCx66qsPAc2aXAJ7BZ-BQ1a7YVPvJTi2cT2S7dJHfnRuJq80cr-LaRwy7YLJoPfU0_FVopbaipjldu4iqkKQ4nuymDT-Hh7K-qGHis8aC5_UnvmW6mHE5ZWBIx9FxtahVxg4ydzs-MZTEGrxRM-FRW18PTGfbH1yrA_aZrswv7tWGt8258bHS4JkTEK-41C4kV07MvTYgGDNIy_xZiBEQZFvkKzYn4-mugcdTje3ldbCeKZWAnve8zu-tKWVV1oa3IABxXBh1YUzChK_zoCGfwmtY_gSOxA7I0ntbwpnchrSZbGM7gXKLUTz0P_fr3fNHkk_dpMCMtSIwLRi-ndEk6cIRnWVJvaaPkgdZAnwqt6ZM5yvmvelg2y9-ZFkmSerLanYQAA36vg4olir9wbK92BL9tO9vOeghSGEUBmdGbQXtlrNJaq39mn2MKZrS3HVFeGfIBNuLccHLc4oSgfM8pi91U6oAGilj7GrNlFDyjPhrYumhx4laxHDjKeGopcGCJHfgiBqDzzWNmDyQrCVZPQQxBZfQsPrFr19-JbYYVwtjK5pdwQdBm198DaNRUQ4hDI9OQ-6onLlkByiT-cHQ0yPBlXPuIBcDdfKIKtrv8bwLAXaNxPZBraXUVkWx6KLg4Dzc7elFZONmlZLlM3hb6978t8ojYpRsev0_ZN5g5t1b0VIwhPSpXHi-CN9-q-VHIkmRcmUTpNhBwCoYSiF7o0BE7Mt9MF8rbSIYS_VPOb3mbmS5eeE_TvOJkKlUAZFW0V3V1yVdQyE6Eyzz5iRXM9vFkHoTJU1NdtCvKaVzzp6beXZdUDkaqc38YvZq-6CHACWAkdVBijjEmzjQeEWviU0HuCgmtah0R250qbygjRp4MASYo0wAruak6KrL-O9zrdxvkuftzANoO6Cd7XvdWkopT_JSopYOpuolk0_jDlFNAQ_xh35NsOTtYRaTuPs4dOtA7Cuto3IhHSD_lfzYKNbXxIjUFiwm8evxKiqg1zpVZLCN7uWPh6XovFxKatKtllJJOCaieou9TcI8-MeEzr6feLLs69hG_VwN4hYt7BZB4kiX7-GujSBL9mHNzcjSKgwWgggXvXfKrxhWIi6B_yvz77AA2PGWtXMseyDDmx30x1qJIJl2kYIH7IS5JTcha2y0joWAvoxCEuRcf-oU8fYgfIn87MKsyFafyizAm8oU8E1PxD2mQNP638pFf-AJYZW8qkycwtIPV_QN7DKuTVmn3HX0Re7EESkdkNzXrVHodBz_0OViRwskHrdguX4PYRnX6W8A0dam-nO9sdZpxB5coNuLi0Soj0KDqCO81wUBbuz10pUs1eP1wc5mQBNhASgSHgoUAoaq0HVWllJ2SPqg9XcW4Q1iWUXzzucVqdbJlHGQeScyemF5cYZr_5njc_PEWTlDlNj_-opawy2beS7wKjeR-ZnZ0iaGRzSmy2qkc4YGCZqxcyPIurY3dKs9pnxONjTXYx1tez_8feId1dbWODKVNwcnlQ3DcBq002D-v70MudFpDkHEpGbR2A7slnhVfSc6ML9W9962zjSHyntL6iofo2Ng2KlkMStDeXfNmJnNHkR1J6G4MP3oNYmE7vaPgA2R0rHUiDwngP1vxfe-gSeEJDnkd7TZB2IbW4id2AzYcxPZlQELXN2QFtfIcEf5Fkf-iQ&uid=mid_4b88c6e923518e2ae384a5da6fbb04d6&mguid=&ap={AUCTION_PRICE}&tid=72&gprice=h4bWNJx4O5srRMy795W1h975wPKrii_Oq84BIPt93II&campaignid=1682220&google_click_url=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC6VILfC8gZau4IYz7o9kP_76kuA2jprHLbIXIn6mtEMCNtwEQASAAYMmWu4zYpKAQggEXY2EtcHViLTYzODQzODU3MzEwNTU2MDXIAQngAgCoAwHIAwKqBJQDT9AXGD8Ut2Hy9PZrcoWqCnAWaSzfW45HgAS-QECySR_ezOupGKfLi7uMtm8LIrvuxMcerdFh1FVuQRd34T2q1ruvrITf3DUMPvCxVHmLJHDTKGaBUsVWRPcH2ZBggPhJDgZi7Z5JBs8xFvVofPigyZ3x7RanXxONveCn7kEj_ksEZEbwWuRkR32rp5MTed8Z1rPBMWCifs7kfO29dQu8XQMXmwHOeN2ddYagZnRhpGcAjiR_PqvB_q1IGvoU3AIQ1o2a0XMpef0y4O8M6ktAW9okfRCDTzGVixjQN8261Gctu93YwXc7qAhcSaZ2DpfiakFrTiTGizWDgKQzRKyL1cpFJcsVhBD6_9WBB2jUkOOctGH3PMTKdkxM2F7umsggOWkYlz_vgXl8ZWnRQ8wHreEKlPi4Pxb7kkH4DriIeqmVHz1HMNJdobZVm-TorvDU1MwYvX6_eCrfpA0hGHYyJQGpepeAOFF7XubcitaBpmPeWhxC1pouvqxmuNmq85kVakR46_2q35oNGlLYUkFlbfv3nXjgBAGABtHl1KrjgfKrWaAGIagHpr4bqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDSCBsIgOGAQBABMgSLgoAOOgeA0ICAgIAESL39wTr6CwIIAYAMAdAVAYAXAQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_3qlqEy2MAupuw0aP9MeQ9bNbwR5Q%26client%3Dca-pub-6384385731055605%26adurl%3D
https://cdn.mediago.io/js/officialWebsite/policy.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/privacy
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/contactus/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/weather/index.html

Humans are urged to freeze or crush the snails but not handle them or their bright
pink masses of eggs, which are filled with toxins that can cause skin and eye rashes.

While the Apple Snail has already invaded Europe, Asia and other US states, like
Hawaii, this week's sightings are the first ever recorded in North Carolina.

It joins the toxic, mucus-covered Hammerhead worm on the list of slimy invasives
that have spread to the US eastern seaboard in recent years.

Fa

Traaideqn

orth Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission i . Ry AT /% B

North Carolina wildlife authorities warned residents Monday that an invasive snail species —
which can be fatal to humans and devastating to river life — has been positively ID'ed along the
state's Lumber River. The Apple Snail is known to carry rat lungworm, which can kill humans
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According to Hawaii's Invasive Species Council, which has dealt with Apple Snail invasions in
the Pacific, the invasive species has previously been responsible for '100-percent crop loss' in
rice fields across certain heavily infested areas of the Philippines

Invasive Apple Snails pose
threat to dog's nervous
systems, vets warn

Earth hit by blast so
powerful that scientists
can't explain it

See Earth's hotspots from
SPACE in incredible satellite
images

In addition to rat lungworm (Angiostrongylus cantonensis), Apple Snails are known to
be carriers of harmful parasites like blood flukes (Schistosoma spp.) and intestinal
flukes (Echinostoma ilocanum)

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) warns that a blood fluke
infection, or schistosomiasis, 'can persist for years' if not properly treated.

If transmitted from snail to human, the parasite can cause severe abdominal pain, an
enlarged liver, blood in the stool or urine, and difficulty urinating.

But beyond these threats to human health, North Carolina's Wildlife Resources
Commission (NCWRC) also warned that the Apple Snail posed risks to local farming
and native habitats.

'Their grazing habits can cause damage to crops such as rice, as well as to wild
native plants used by many aquatic species,' according to the commission's posting
to its aquatic nuisance species page.
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North Carolina wildlife authorities said that the Apple Snail's egg masses can be destroyed by
‘crushing and scraping them off into the water' using any nearby implement such as a stick, a

rock or a boat paddle. State officials urged that citizens should make sure the eggs sink

'They have even been observed feeding on amphibian eggs,' wildlife authorities said.

Wildlife experts in Hawaii have also
warned that, if left unchecked, the Apple
Snail can decimate local agricultural
economies.

'In the Philippines, they became the top
pest in rice fields,' Hawaii's Invasive
Species Council reported, 'there has
been 100-percent crop loss in heavily
infested areas.'

Wildlife managers in North Carolina hope
that the state's residents, particularly in
Lumberton and the surrounding Robeson
County where the snails were sighted,
will aid in expelling the invasive species.

Apple Snails are typically seen in
rounded, yellowish to dark brown shells.

While they can grow to the size of an
apple, the creatures are typically closer
to the size of a golf ball.

Authorities said that if residents see a
suspected Apple Snail or a mass of
vividly pink eggs, the first step is to
photograph and record the location in a
submission to NCWRC's Aquatic
Nuisance Species Reporting Tool.

'After documenting the location, egg
masses can be destroyed [by] crushing
and scraping them off into the water,' the
state's wildlife authorities said, 'with any
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The yellow-legged hornet, native to
South Asia, was identified in Georgia,
where officials are urging residents to
look for the invasive species that could
'potentially threaten' honey
production, native species, farms and
human lives.
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implement such as a stick or a boat »
paddle.'

NCWRC's experts also advise 'making
sure the eggs sink,' while avoiding
contact with bare skin to avoid possible
rashes from the eggs' toxins.

'Adult snails,' they said, 'can be destroyed
by crushing or freezing.'
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